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to justify our topic of study

to support our ideas

to complicate our ideas!

to provide background / context for 
our argument

to impress our professors

other reasons? CREDIBILITY!

WHY do we 
integrate 
sources?



use sparingly 
& surround 
with clear 

statements of 
why/how quote 

is useful 

DIRECT QUOTE
when you cannot possibly 

express an idea any better than 
the source’s author

PARAPHRASE
when you are able to convey a 

source’s idea in your own words; 
approx. the same length as the 

original sentence/phrase

communicates 
your 

understanding 
of a source’s 

overall 
contribution to 

its topic

SUMMARY
when you convey a source’s 
overall argument in your own 
words; much shorter than the 

original source

Ask your professor which of these methods best suits your assignment. Work to achieve 
BALANCE, and remember:  All three methods require citing!

communicates 
your 

understanding 
of specific 

ideas within a 
source 

HOW do we integrate sources? 



PRACTICE

Two Examples

Templates for purposeful source integration

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sQ_FfAKFlq5BzvsZzdrcYkGUIpZs4MDHDGhh_AE875c/edit?usp=sharing


Templates for Effective Source Integration
~From Graff & Birkenstein, They Say / I Say (Norton, 2018)



Templates for Effective Source Integration
~From Graff & Birkenstein, They Say / I Say (Norton, 2018)



Closing thoughts
1. Choose sources wisely. Quality matters. Block off sufficient time for 

research, make friends with a librarian, and do good work. It will pay off. 

1. Integrate sources purposefully by asking yourself: what kind of information 
do I need to develop my ideas in each section of my paper?  Your professors 
can tell when you are copying and pasting a quote into a paragraph at the 
last minute.

1. Return to the resources in these slides, and visit the Academic Success 
Center!



Questions?


